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SIR: 

Submitted concomitantly herewith are the following: 

(1) A copy of an Official Action dated August 22, 2006, 

which issued in corresponding Japanese application 2001-388035; 

10/16/2006 VASFRU1 00000054 10606706 

01 FC:1806 160.00 OP 




(2) An English -language translation of the aforesaid 
Japanese Official Action; 

(3) Copies of JP 10-97870, JP 10-154529, JP 11-45724, JP 
2000-285962 and JP 2000-294272, which were cited in the aforesaid 
Japanese Official Action; 

(4) English- language abstracts for the aforesaid five 
Japanese patent publications; 

(5) A copy of WO 01/03227, which is a related family member 
of USP 6,682,856 to Watanabe et al . (USP 6,682,856 was cited in 
the July 12, 2006 Office Action in the above- identified 
application) ; 

(6) Form PTO/SB/08A; and 

(7) Form PTO-2038 in the amount of $180. 

Copies of the remaining three Japanese publications that 
were cited in the aforesaid Japanese Official Action were 
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previously submitted in the INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
filed on June 25, 2003. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner return a copy 
of the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A with the Examiner's initials in 
the left column next to each cited publication to indicate that 
the cited publications were considered and made of record. 
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Enclosures: (1) copy of Japanese Official Action dated August 22, 2006 

(2) English- language translation of said Japanese Official Action 
dated August 22, 2006 

(3) Copies of JP 10-97870, JP 10-154529, JP 11-45724, JP 2000- 
285962 and JP 2000-294272 

(4) English- language abstracts for each of said five Japanese 
publications identified in item (3) above 

(5) copy of WO 01/03227 

(6) Form PTO/SB/08A 

(7) Form PTO-2038 in the amount of $180 
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